Sunday July 14, 2024
Text: Philemon 1:8-18
Reference: Colossians 3-4
Lesson Title: At Home in the Community
Message :Grace, Mercy, Forgiveness.

Instructor: Michael McCants



1). Written to Philemon, by Paul while
imprisoned in Rome.

2). The shortest and most personal of Paul’s
Letters.

3). Subject, Onesimus, a runaway slave of
Philemon, who apparently stole money (V.18)






1). Slavery in the Roman Empire.
2). Apostle Paul — Author of the Letter.

3). Philemon — A wealthy Minister and slave owner
likely in Colossae.
4). The Slave who escaped and returned with an
appeal for forgiveness.



8 For this reason, though | am more than
bold enough in Christ fo command you to
do the right thing, ? yet | would rather
appeal to you on the basis of love—and |,
Paul, do this as an old man and now also
as a prisoner of Christ Jesus.



1] am appealing to you for my child,
Onesimus, whose father | have
become during my imprisonment.
TFormerly he was useless to you, but
now he is indeed useful to you and to
me.



121 am sending him, that is, my own
heart, back to you.

131 wanted to keep him with me so that
he might minister to me in your place
during my imprisonment for the gospel,






14 but | preferred to do nothing without your
consent in order that your good deed might
be voluntary and not something
forced. !> Perhaps this is the reason he was
separated from you for a while, so that you
might have him back for the long term,






1 no longer as a slave but more than a

slave, a beloved brother—especially to

me but how much more to you, both in
the flesh and in the Lord.



1780 if you consider me your partner,
welcome him as you would welcome
me.

181f he has wronged you in any way or
owes you anything, charge that to me.



191, Paul, am writing this with my own
hand: | will repay it. | say nothing
about your owing me even your own
self.



20 Yes, brother, let me have this benefit
from you in the Lord! Refresh my heart
in Christ. 21 Confident of your
obedience, | am writing to you,
knowing that you will do even more
than | ask.



22 One thing more: prepare a guest room
for me, for | am hoping through your
prayers to be restored to you.






1. Do you think that our experiences as an oppressed
people can help us help others? What other groups
do you see discriminated against? How are their
experiences different from ours? How are they the
same? Brainstorm some possible methods that we

can use to stand up for others.



Be sensitive this week to anyone who is
being bullied, discriminated against, or
otherwise hurt. Think of ways to stand up to
help this person.

Stand for Justice.
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